Chemicals, solvents and reagents used are commercially available and were used without further purification. PE refers to petroleum ether, bp 40-60 °C. Anhydrous solvents were used where indicated. Glassware for dry reactions was dried either by heating in an oven at 120 °C for at least 1 h, or heating with a hot air gun for 5 min. The glassware was then allowed to cool under a stream of N 2 .
Methyl E-3-(4,5-dimethoxy-2-(3-methylbut-2-en-1-yl)phenyl)propenoate (16)
Consistent with the spectroscopic data previously reported. 12 
5,6,7-Trimethoxy-2,2-dimethylchroman (32) and 3,4,5-trimethoxy-4-(3-methylbut-2-en-

1-yl)-cyclohexa-2,5-dienone (33)
